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facts into consideration, we take Namuci to be a representation
of ' the morning fog of winter in the valleys abutting on fast-
flowing rivers '. We are particularly reminded of the condition
towards the end of the winter when the period of bitter cold
has passed and ice and snow have begun to melt. This condition
is perhaps referred to when we are told that Namuci was killed
by the foams of water. The melting of ice results in the swelling
of the rivers with the formation of strong currents and formation
of much foam, as they flow down the valley?. The whole night
(sometimes the whole day as well) remains shrouded in such
fog, to be cleared up only in the morning before sunrise. Such
fog, owing to a comparatively warmer atmosphere, instead of
giving rise to frosts or frozen water, simply settles as moisture
on .the ground and improves the fertility of the soil. This
condition, in my opinion, is referred to when we are told that
Tndra protected the idle Naml sapya whom he provided with
an enormous amount of money and food. We understand that
the valleys, formerly lying barren without vegetation, now
becomes fertile with moisture and produce plenty of crops.

The association of the Asvins, whom I have already shown
to be identical with the two twin stars of Asvinl ( a and jS Arietes
(Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. VI, 1, 1930, p. 172), with
Indra in the conflict with Namuci indicates that they used to
rise above the horizon in the early morning at that time. This
approximately corresponds to the time when the vernal equinox
was passing through Ihe end of the bharani (35 Arietes), i.e.
about 1350 B.C.

The falcon seems to be the constellation Aquila, which
also used to appear high up in the sky, the moon remaining
near the constellation. We know that feravana (Altair), the
junction star of the asterism is placed in the neck of the con-
stellation figure of Aquila.

(18) Pipru. This demon, designated both as an Asura
and Dd8a> has been mentioned some eleven times. We are told
that Indra killed Pipru (I. 101. 2 ; I. 103. 8 ; II. 14. 5 ; etc.)
or destroyed his strength (X. 138. 3) or brought him under
control (V. 29. 11) for Rjigvan (IV. 16. 13; X. 138. 3). We
also find that Indra destroyed or broke down the dwelling place
of Pipru (I. 51. 5 ; VI. 20. 7) and thereby protected RjiSvan
(I. 51. 1) and gave money (wealth) to him (VI. 20. 7). He also
broke the cow-shed of Pipru (X. 99. 11) with his bolt. Lastly,
we see that Indra killed Anarjanif AhUuva, Ptpn^and Srbinda
by pouring dowji water (VILU32. 2).

The word pipru has been derived from pr or par* (by re-
duplication) meaning * resister, antagonist * (see Mac'doneli's
Vedic Mythology, p. 161). Finding that Indra kills him for
water, we may take Pipru to represent some form of cloud.
Taking into account the significance of the name, I am inclined
to take it to mean some persistent form of cloud which, after